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â€œLittle one, / whoever you are, / wherever you are, / there are little ones / just like you / all over

the world.â€• So begins the Australian author Mem Foxâ€™s joyful picture book Whoever You Are, a

celebration of the worldâ€™s diverse cultures, both our similarities and differences. Leslie

Straubâ€™s innovative, colorful, folk artâ€“style oil paintings of children from all corners of the globe

are bordered with photographs of hand-carved, bejeweled framesâ€”and they all reflect Foxâ€™s

message that no matter where we come from, within our hearts â€œJoys are the same, / and love is

the same. / Pain is the same, / and blood is the same.â€• A gem!
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Kindergarten-Grade 3. Fox has composed a simple refrain to celebrate human connections in this

lovely picture book. "Little one, whoever you are," she explains, there are children all over the world

who may look different, live in different homes and different climates, go to different schools, and

speak in different tongues but all children love, smile, laugh, and cry. Their joys, pain, and blood are

the same, "whoever they are, wherever they are, all over the world." Staub's oil paintings

complement the simple text. She uses bright matte colors for the landscapes and portraits, placing

them in gold borders, set with jewels and molded from plaster and wood. These frames enclose the



single- and double-page images and echo the rhythm of the written phrases. Within the covers of

the book, the artist has created an art gallery that represents in color, shape, and texture, the full

range of human experience.?Barbara Kiefer, Teachers College, Columbia University, NYCopyright

1997 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to the School & Library Binding edition.

A one-world, ``we-are-all-the-same-under-the-skin'' message for the very young from Fox (The

Straight Line Wonder, p. 1388, etc.). ``Little one, whoever you are, wherever you are, there are little

ones just like you all over the world.'' Skin color, homes, schools, lifestyles, and languages may

differ (and newcomer Staub shows how, in folk-art oil paintings mounted in gilded and jeweled

wooden frames), but love and laughter, pain and tears are the same for all. The faces of the little

ones in Staub's paintings are as appealing as dolls', and a beatific paternal figure in a sky-blue suit

printed with clouds floats through the pages with a bevy of children in his arms. An essential book

that acknowledges in the simplest of terms our common humanity. (Picture book. 2-6) -- Copyright

Â©1997, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved. --This text refers to the School & Library Binding

edition.

i give this book to everyone i know with a new baby. the most beautiful and powerful message for

everyone to enjoy children and adults alike. wonderful book for the dawning of a new age of

humans to heal the planet ~ beginning with peace, compassion and understanding of the

connection among us all

Great little book to teach children about different races,,Ã¢Â•Â¤Ã¯Â¸Â•

The inclusive messaging in this book is wonderful, definitely an empathy builder.

This is an excellent book!

Great for our preschool

Wonderful book

timely topic
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